
 
 

Silver Lake Sand Dunes Apple Festival 
And 

Championship BBQ Cook-off 
September 14-15TH 2007 
Mears, Michigan 49436 

 
We invite you to tap into the sales and marketing potential of this September 14-15th 
event by becoming an Official Sponsor of the Silver Lake Sand Dunes BBQ Cook-off in 
Mears (Silver Lake). 
 
You may know Hart, and Mears, Michigan as the entrance of the Silver Lake Sand Dunes 
Recreational Area, or as one of Western Michigan’s major shoreline travel and tourism 
attractions.  You may know Silver Lake for its numerous successful events held 
throughout the year such as the Silver Lake Apple Festival, Spectacular 4th of July 
Fireworks, Mt. Baldy Hill Climb, Silver Lake Sand Drag way Nationals, Mears Antique 
Car Show, Mears Annual Art Fair. Between the state camp grounds, public camp 
grounds, lodging, quaint shops, restaurants and dune rides over one million tourists visit 
here annually. 
   Silver Lake Sand Dunes Barbeque competition is sanctioned by the Kansas City 
Barbeque Society and has been declared the Western Shoreline State Championship 
by proclamation from Governor Granholm. 
  
Our 3rd Annual Silver Lake Apple Festival was a big success.  Oceana County farmers’ 
booths and over 40 other craft booths displayed and sold many varieties of apple products 
and crafts.  A custom street rod show took place during these events with trophies 
awarded to 90 entries.  The 2006 event attracted 7000 people from the surrounding areas 
to this fun filled event.  From all the positive responses we have had, we expect a greater 
crowd and many more events. 
 
As a regional competition and sponsored by the Silver Lake Sand Dunes Chamber of 
Commerce, the Silver Lake Sand Dunes BBQ Cook-off event is a great opportunity to 
increase your brand and product awareness in Michigan.  As a community event the 
Silver Lake Sand Dunes BBQ Cook-off and the Silver Lake Apple Festival is a perfect 
opportunity to showcase businesses of all sizes from anywhere in Western Michigan.  
Event advertising is planned for Western Michigan newspaper and television markets 
including the Herald Journal, Ludington News, Muskegon as well as the Detroit Press. 
Radio stations WMON and WEEH-FM were also broadcasting live for the events. 
120,000 Event brochures noting all sponsors will be included in all mailings by the Silver 
Lake Area Chamber of Commerce, and will be distributed by numerous area information 
centers.  Event follow-up coverage will be arranged in all markets represented by 
competitors, winners and sponsors. 
 



 
 

2007 Silver Lake Sand Dunes-BBQ Sponsorship Levels 
 
 
Premier Sponsor Level - $5,000 – Exclusive One Year Event Naming Rights 
 
 
The 2007 event co-sponsor will be given the first opportunity to co-sponsor the 
2008event. 
 
 
 Your name and/or logo prominently displayed as Event Sponsor on ALL 
promotional advertising, event programs, t-shirts and whenever the name is mentioned. 
  
 
Your name and/or logo prominently displayed as an Event Sponsor on the website at 
www.slsdbbq.com 
 
One web page on our website will be dedicated to you as event sponsor (you provide the 
copy and pictures) Plus external links will be provided to your company web site. 
 
 
20 BBQ Sponsor passes and 20 Silver Lake Sand Dunes-BBQ t-shirts 
 
 
Display your banner up to 10 feet by 3 feet on display at the main entry for the entire 
week in the BBQ area – Sponsor must provide banner  
 
 
*One-year free membership in the Silver Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Exclusive BBQ Category Trophy Level - $2500                                     
(or $500 per category) 
 
 Sponsor a specific Silver Lake Sand Dunes BBQ category trophy, in one of the 
four KCBS categories (Ribs, Pork Shoulder, Brisket, or Chicken) or the Grand or 
Reserve Grand Champion Trophy (6 available - $2500 for all 6 as complete Silver Lake 
Sand Dunes BBQ Trophy Sponsor) 
 
 
Your name and logo engraved on the appropriate 2007 category trophy 
 
 
Your name and logo displayed on the 2007 event website at www.slsdbbq.com 
 
 
2 BBQ Sponsor passes and 1 SLSD-BBQ t-shirts per category sponsored. 
 
 
Display your banner up to 10 feet by 3 feet on display for the entire week in the BBQ  
Area – sponsor must provide banner  
 
 
* All four category sponsorship receives one year free membership to the Silver Lake 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Exclusive Special Contest Naming Sponsor - $1000 
               

Per Contest  
Add your name to a specific SLSD-BBQ Contest  

 
SLSD King of the Dunes back yard barbeque competition 

Or Sponsor another specific area of your choice 
 

 Rib Eating Contest 
 Apples and Pork cook-off 
 Apple Dessert Cook-off 
            Entertainment Venue 
Your name and logo permanently listed with each mention of the appropriate 2006 
category in programs and all event advertising and given special mention at the category 
awards ceremony. 
 
Your name or logo engraved on the appropriate 2007 Contest trophy  
 
Your name and logo displayed on the 2007 event website at www.slsdbbq.com 
 
 2 BBQ Sponsor passes and 1 SLSD-BBQ t-shirt per category sponsored 
 
Display your banner up to 10 feet by 3 feet on display for the entire week in the BBQ 
area – sponsor must provide banner and necessary display stakes 
 
*One-Year free membership in the Silver Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

Gold Level –general- $500 
 
Your name and logo displayed as Gold Sponsor on ALL promotional advertising and on 
event programs 
 
Your name and logo displayed on the 2007 event website at www.slsdbbq.com 
 
4 BBQ Sponsor passes and 4 SLSD-BBQ t-shirts 
Display your banner up to 10 feet by 3 feet on display for the entire week in the BBQ 
area – sponsor must provide banner and necessary display stakes 

 
 



 
 

Platinum Level –general- $250 
 
Your name and logo displayed as Platinum Sponsor on event program 
Your name and logo displayed as Platinum Sponsor on the 2007 event website at     
www.slsdbbq.com 
 
2 BBQ Sponsor passes 2 SLSD-BBQ t-shirts 
Display your banner up to 10 feet by 3 feet on display for the entire week in the BBQ 
area – sponsor must provide banner and necessary display stakes 
 
 

Banner Display Level - $100 
 
Receive recognition as a local sponsor on the 2007 event website and listed as a local 
sponsor on all event advertising, 
-Or- 
Display your banner up to 10 feet by 3 feet on display for the entire week in the BBQ 
area – sponsor must provide banner and necessary display stakes 
Receive 2 BBQ Sponsor passes 
 
Sponsors Passes (buttons) – Sponsor passes will be your invitation to our VIP Dinner 
and Social on Friday evening.  RSVP’s will be requested. This will allow you to mingle 
with the competition teams, talk “smoke” with them and try any number of BBQ 
specialties not available to the general public. 
 
In- Kind Sponsorships will be accepted and greatly appreciated.  If your product is 
related to the BBQ event, such as meat products, BBQ equipment or supplies, advertising 
media or other items suitable for event prizes, your contribution would be welcome and 
will be acknowledged appropriately. 
 
If your firm can assist with spreading the word on this event to any that you think might 
be interested as a sponsor or competitor, we would appreciate your assistance. 
 
For additional information or to schedule a personal meeting, please contact Jeff Clark, 
SLSD-BBQ event Chairman, at 231-873- 5257, cell 231-578-2940 or email questions and 
comments to slsdbbq@hotmail.com 
 
Thank you for your consideration and participation, come and enjoy BBQ! 
 
 
We hope you find our festival and BBQ cook-off a prosperous and exciting event. 



 
 
If you have questions regarding this information packet please contact  
 
Jeff Clark   Chairman 
231-873-5257 
231-578-2940 
Terri Sharpe   
231-873-4828 


